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sketching all existing structures, trees, shrubs, and turf areas so that
budget, appearance, function, maintenance, and water requirements
can be considered in an organized manner. A landscape architect or
designer is often called in to help with this process.

2. Create Practical Turf

Areas: Large turf grass areas

are a large contributor to a

yard's total water consumption.

Using grasses that require less

water is a smart way to reduce

any yard's total water

consumption. Homeowners can

also replace a large turf-grass

area with an outdoor kitchen, a swimming pool, or a new patio.

3. Use Soil Amendments: Organic matter like composts and manure
can be used to help plants absorb and store water, thus reducing their
watering needs.

4. Select Appropriate Plants: Homeowners should research plants
(including vines and groundcovers, perennials, shrubs, and trees) that
are native to their area to gain a reasonable knowledge of plants.
Native plants are those that are well-adapted to a region's climate and
soil, they require less water and fertilizer, and they attract fewer pests.
Some adaptive exotic plants may also be effectively used in a xeriscape
design.

Note: The methodology of
xeriscape design also involves
grouping plants with similar water
needs and using proper grading to
minimize runoff.

Bearded lIris

5. Irrigate Efficiently: Plants prosper best with deep, in-frequent
waterings. Most non-exotic plants require a deep soak once a week in
dry summer. Once established, xeric, native plants typically require a
deep soak every 2-3 weeks in dry summer.

6. Use Mulches: Mulch enables plants to lose less water through evapo-
transpiration and helps plants retain water for longer, thus reducing
their watering needs.

7. Maintain the Landscape Properly: Appropriate maintenance of any
landscape design by pruning, weeding, and proper fertilization
conserves water.

For questions about drought-resistant landscape design and
installation or to learn more about One Specialty's current and past
Xeriscape design projects call us today! We are excited to assist you
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